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1. Culture - Agriculture

Date: 05 January 1975 / Location: Mumbai

INDIA is a sacred land, whose glory has spread over all the continents, whose
sons and daughters have won by their material and spiritual excellences
eternal fame amidst all mankind. They have freed their motherland from the
shackles of foreign rule; they have added to human happiness by their
attainments in music and the fine arts. Even today, India has a name that is
revered and held in high esteem. You have a great responsibility, for, you
have to maintain and develop the splendour that was India.

We have met here today in a spirit of prayer and sadhana (spiritual
discipline), to dedicate ourselves for a new step in education. The objectives
of true education are two and only two. The first and the most basic of the
two is education for the provision of food, clothing and shelter, for the
promotion of health and harmony in society, for avoiding pollution and
promoting honesty. In the olden times, when the student underwent the basic
training under the teacher, he learnt, before he was 15 years of age, to spin,
weave and procure clothes for his own use; to produce the food he required;
and to look after his needs for basic comfort. He was contented and happy,
with simple habits which gave him ample leisure for sadhana, and
contemplation of Nature. Everyone must endeavour to be self-reliant and self-
sufficient, so far as food and clothing are concerned.

Education should develop the culture of the mind

The rulers of this land are scared of the growth in population and they are
excitedly advocating wrong and dangerous means to curb the increase. But,
they forget, that with every extra mouth that has to be fed, we are getting
also two extra hands, and a pair of legs, besides a brain that has vast
potential for development into a national asset. We have no scheme to use
the two extra hands and the precious little brain for national uplift and
national prosperity. We encourage laziness, by making it the sign of
affluence; we do not condemn it, wherever found. We have no strategy to
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maximise production and minimise waste, even in food. If only everyone in
this land will consume Just the quantity of food that he needs and nothing
more, there will be no scarcity at all. This country has never lacked in the
wherewithal to feed her children. This is the land of Goddess Annapoorna
(Food plenty).

The second objective of education is the culture of the mind and the spirit.
This too is very much like agriculture, which provides food and clothing for
man. We want dhanya (grains) to sustain the body; we require dhyana
(meditation) to sustain the spirit. In agriculture, you prepare the soil, plant
seeds, feed the plants with fertilisers, and reap the harvest. In heart-culture,
we have to plough the hrudhaya-kshethra (the field of the heart), remove the
weeds and wild growth, and plant the seeds. The weeds are pernicious
tendencies, attitudes and habits; the fertilisers are devotion and dedication.
Water to help the plant grow is the quality of love. The seeds are the Names
of God, which are deposited within the purified heart. The harvest which is the
reward of all this spiritual discipline is Wisdom.

Plant seeds of Love; reap the harvest of Wisdom

Heart-culture has been the goal and aim of Sanathana Dharma (Eternal
Universal Religion), the ancient religion of India. It is essential for a happy
contented peaceful life. This Dharma exhorts us to plant the seeds of Love
and reap the harvest of Wisdom, for the sake of social harmony and national
prosperity and the uplift of all humanity. Sanathana Dharma makes you
realise the Unity that underlies all the diversity that is apparent. The unity is
the basis and the justification for loving all, with no desire for any benefit
therefrom.

But, Indians have developed so much cynicism and scorn about their heritage
that they ascribe the discovery of the Vedas (sacred-revealed ancient
scriptures) and their compilation to the crooked designs of some Brahmins!
Muslims revere the, Quoran as the Word of God; Christians revere the Bible as
the word of God; but, Indians treat the Vedic scriptural texts as negligible
teachings of interested persons! And, they stray away from the right path into
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distress and discontent. Max Mueller said that what is not found in Indian
culture is not found In other countries. But, as soon as Indians learn English or
any other foreign language, they develop so much of ego that they start
decrying their own ancient culture and adopting the manners and
mannerisms of the alien civilisation.

Everyone is at cross-purposes with the rest

Gandhi said, "My India is the India of villages." The freedom that has been
won and the prosperity that is looked forward to, can be ensured only when
the villagers are free and prosperous. And, this depends in its turn on the
freedom and prosperity of each family in the village. Now, there is no unity,
no mutual co-operation, no love between the four or five brothers in the
family; everyone is at cross purposes with the rest. How then can the village
enjoy freedom and peace and prosperity? And, what to speak of the country,
when the condition of its villages is so bad?

Every person seeks positions of authority, without trying to deserve the
authority by means of the qualification necessary to use it in the right way. Of
course, if a person who has good intentions and full capabilities and the vision
of the Divine, he can well seek authority and discharge it well. But, we seldom
see any one thinking of one's duty; everywhere, people are after the
acquisition of positions of authority.

As a result, several malpractices have entered the field of education. Money is
paid to gain admission Into schools and colleges, money Is paid to acquire
marks and degrees. The teacher does not transmit taste, style, attitude or
outlook; it is all a matter of books and more books. The student is left to
gather these from outside the educational institutions. Moreover, more value
is attached to Information and its collection; no attempt is made to gain
transformation and to the correction of habits and characteristics.

How did the great artists who drew the frescoes of Ajantha and carved the
temples of Ellora learn their trade? They did not attend any school; they
learnt from the teachers, the master craftsmen, the Inspired artistes. Books
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cannot give the guidance and the inspiration for real good work. Also the
worldly aspects must be harmonised with the spiritual aspects In order to live
a full life. Then only can man have self-confidence and avoid the imitative
path. Mental peace cannot be secured by blaming others and avoiding one's
own responsibility.

Fill your heart with love and light

Today, we are establishing this Agricultural Polytechnic, so that those who
study here may not depend upon others to give them a job but, so that they
can earn a livelihood for themselves by their own skills and effort. This will be
a spiritual discipline also and it will give them ample chances to develop their
spiritual attainments too. Students here will be encouraged to practise
working with others in mutual and productive co-operation. The five fingers of
the hand have to come together so that a thing can be grasped firmly.

Nowadays, you know they appoint what are called Committees for all kinds of
works, a Committee for Water Supply, a committee for the supply of
electricity, etc. But, they do not work smoothly; there are bickerings and
factions. They come for tea and do not deliberate and determine anything.
Mutual respect can be built on the faith that all are children of God and all are
Divine. Then on that basis, there can be co-operation, and enthusiasm for
work. Each will then do his best, knowing his duty and his responsibility.

The future of the country depends on the skill and the sincerity of the youth.
Therefore, the necessary enthusiasm and encouragement must be generated
among the youth. All my hopes are based on the students, the youth. They
are very dear to Me. They are faultless; It is the parent and the school that
are at fault for all the waywardness and violence. They lead them into wrong
directions. Instead of filling your heads with facts and figures, fill your heart
with love and light. Have confidence in the vast powers of the Atma ( soul),
which is your reality. Have faith in the Grace of God, which you can secure by
prayer.

Do your work with devotion as an act of worship
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While praying and using manthras, sacred formulae or such expressions, one
must know the real meaning and significance of the words and their deep
implications.

One individual for example did not know the full implication of the word
Shiva; he meant by that word, the Form of God who is supposed to live in
Kailash with his consort and family. He told me that Shivoham meant, 'l am
Shiva' and was shocked when asked, "Then, what is Parvathi to you?"

Many people do japa (repetation of hole names) and join bhajans (group
singing of devotional songs), but, they are not aware of the meaning and
value of the words they utter mechanically. Elders who propagate mantras
and pose as spiritual teachers do not themselves know the inner meanings of
what they recommend to others or hand on to their disciples. Shivoham
means that you are Divine.

In education spiritual values should be emphasised

Man must be engaged in work; he must do it with faith and devotion, as an
act of worship; In this way, he will derive wisdom. But, the education imparted
today does not direct him along these lines. It is sterile instruction, as it is. |
hope that in this Polytechnic, whose foundation stone | am laying now, will
pay attention to these points also. Moral and spiritual principles have to be
emphasised all along, even while merely material subjects are taught and
learnt. | want the Committee in charge of this Institution to propagate the
ideals of service, love and sadhana, which Sanathana Dharma embodies.

Even a small number of such Institutions will be enough in our country to
serve as examples and guides to others. A college in every city is not
necessary. We do not have several commanders-in-chief: we have only one,
though soldiers are million or so. This one college in the city of Bombay, if it is
run in an ideal manner, can spread the ideals of the Unity of Man and the
Value of Love throughout its vast population and even outside its limits.
Students who undergo training here, in this college, when they go to the
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other states will spread the ideals they have imbibed here. The role of the
teachers is also important, for, if a student deteriorates, only he will suffer.
We must try to raise in this college good teachers for similar colleges in
future. The citizens of Bombay should endeavour to promote educational
institutions of this type and also institutions fostering the health of people, so
that the land may have peace and prosperity.

Now man is devalued into a machine

Today, there is a great deal of talk that this country is lacking in peace. But,
this is not right; for, the lack of peace of mind is an intensely individual
complaint and phenomenon. The country has not deteriorated at all! It is the
individual that has to be cured; It is their thoughts and feelings that have to
be corrected and cleansed. It is not possible for any one individual to change
his ideas, his habits, his attitudes and impulses.

For example, we find that the price of every article is soaring sky high. The
rulers of the nation and are devising various plans to bring down the price.
But, this can succeed only through one means: raise the value of man, and
the value of everything else will come down. Now, man, is devalued into a
machine. Man too has forgotten his worth. He is demeaning himself into a
beast and not realising that there is Divinity in him.

Today, commodities are valued as essential, but, man is not so valued. If man
is valued at his true worth, and treated as a Divine spark enclosed in the
body, then, he will rise into new heights of achievement and produce all the
necessities of life in profusion. He will not grab or cheat: he will be a good
worker, a pure person and a sincere sadhak (spiritual aspirant). He will
cultivate the inner vision and realise that he is not the body or senses or mind
or even intellect. He will be full of prema (love) and self-confidence.

It is not good for man to be constantly engaged in exciting things - exciting
food, talk, books, films and games. They are rajasik (passionate) things that
disturb and agitate the mind. Nor is it good for man to be engaged in cruelty -
cruel thoughts or actions. Today, the foundation has been laid for this
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Agricultural College. | hope a beautiful building will come up here before long.
| hope there will not be any misuse of money in wasteful expenditure. | hope
students who are trained in this college will become efficient farmers, serf-
reliant young men, who depend on their own skill, character and stamina for
earning their livelihood. | bless you all.

By good thoughts and by good ideas, you will become a sadhu. Sadhu does
not mean one who merely wears an orange robe, shaves the head and
wears Rudrakshas (holy beads). He who has good thoughts and good ideas
is a sadhu. A sadhu is one who is a Sathya Sankalpa Swaruupa (embodiment
of truthful thoughts).

- Sri Sathya Sai Baba
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2. Not twice, but thrice!

Date: 06 January 1975 / Location: Mumbai

You are all sharing the joy of serving others, doing good to others, according
to your capacity and skil. The main objective of the Sathya Sai
Organisation, which you must always keep before you is to help man
to recognise the Divinity that is inherent in him. But, this Divinity is
latent; it is veiled; it is not always apparent to oneself or others. There is
nothing wholly bad or wholly good in Creation. There are few who do not
commit mistakes; there are few who do not perform good deeds. Both good
and bad, beneficent and maleficent, constructive and destructive, are ever
present everywhere. You, as members of the Managing Committees of the
units of the Samithi (Organisation), and as Members of the Seva Dhal
(Voluntary Service Corps), and of the Mahila Vibhag (Women's section) are
unique, because, you have dedicated your talents and time to the service of
others, and, ultimately, to the promotion of your own best interests. First of
all, I want that you should give up the blind imitation of other cultures, other
social systems and other ideals. This tendency has now conquered 99 out of
100 people, in our country. Your conduct and behaviour, your dress and food
habits, your sports and games, your methods of agriculture and industry, your
art and architecture - all are borrowed from other societies. Even your
intelligence follows the processes of other cultural groups. You are leading
lives which have no roots in the past; it is guided and controlled by these
other civilisations.

Do not give importance to differences of religion

To escape the pull of these alien attractions and material pleasures, faith In
God as your Inner Reality and the source of immense power is essential.The
Sathya Sai Organisation must recognise and reestablish this Truth -
that the Atma (Divine Self) is the Reality of everyone, however,
distinct they may appear in physical form and mental equipment.
When one lamp lights many lamps, all shine with equal brilliance. The
Paramjyothi (the One Supreme Effulgence) is the origin and source of all the
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jeevan -jyothis (particularised effulgences).

Ekam eva adhwithiyam
There is only one without a second

The same wind is referred to as breeze, whirlwind, storm, typhoon, hurricane
etc. The same God is referred to by different Names. This is the very
foundation of our culture.

So, your duty is to emphasise the One, to experience the One, in all that you
do and speak. Do not give any importance to differences of religion or sect or
status or colour. Have the feeling of one-ness permeating every act of yours.
Only those who do so have a place in this Organisation; the rest can best
withdraw.

The Ever present God notes all that you do

You have to re-establish the moral outlook and the righteous behaviour in this
great Country. That is the tradition appropriate and native to India. However,
do not look down upon the cultures of other countries; do not try to discover
faults on other cultures and decry them. The Bhagavath-geetha advises that
you should be

"adhweshta sarva bhuuthanam,"
not condemning or hating any being.

You have been in this Organisation since 7 or 8 years. It is time for you to ask
yourselves, whether you are in it out of compulsion or of your own free will;
whether You are giving It the best you can, in efficiency and enthusiasm. Has
the work been exhibition-oriented or has it been genuine? Is your faith in the
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rightness of Service patent in every act of yours? Let me tell you that if you
serve with your whole heart, the result will be Ananda (Divine Bilss) for you;
half-hearted work will give only superficial joy or fame. Remember that the
God you worship by this work is resident in your own heart. Others may or
may not see; but, the ever present God sees and notes all that you do or feel.
He meets out to you the consequence, in full, of whatever you do or feel.

There was a rich man once who owned a rice mill. He heard a Pandit (scholar)
expound that the service that God appreciates most is the gift of food to the
hungry. So, he decided to serve food to the poor in his village. But he had no
mind to use good varieties of rice for the purpose. He felt that any rice is
good enough for them. So, he got the rice that was rotting in his godown - he
did not care even to remove the worms that infested it; he cooked it and
served it to the hungry poor, who ate it and suffered many lliness as a
consequence. His wife expostulated with him and told him that good food
given to 10 persons would be more meritorious than bad food given to
hundreds! But, he was in no mood to listen to sound advice.

Everyone has to suffer for the injury he causes

The wife therefore hit upon a plan to help him. She placed on his plate every
day food that was rotten and full of worms. When he grew angry and
castigated her, she replied, 'The Pandit said that everyone has to suffer for
the injury he causes others. You have to eat, in the other world, rotten food,
full of worms. | am giving that type of food to you, even now, so that you may
get used to it. It will help you to eat the consequence of your evil deed." At
this, the husband realised his iniquity; he repented for his wrongs and learnt
better ways of service to the poor.

When you visit the patients in a hospital serve the patients with a full heart,
sincerely and to the utmost extent possible. | must say that the service
programmes you have undertaken In Bombay City are being carried on very
well. They can be the ideals for other centers to follow. But, do not put a full
stop; have only a comma. Move on with greater and greater enthusiasm, and
achieve more progress in all directions. Service is a life-time programme, it
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knows no rest or respite. This body has been given to you so that you may
devote its strength and skills to the service of brother-man.

Serve man, until you see God in all men; then, what you do will be elevated
as Worship.

God is love and can be reached and realised through love. God is truth and
can be reached and realised through truth. But, are you concentrating on the
development of love and truth?

The tender age is the best for religious instruction

| must say that the Mahila Vibhag is evincing greater enthusiasm and love in
their work - the Bal Vikas (children's section) classes, for example - than the
men, in the Samithis. This is, | know, because the men have not got as much
leisure to devote to Samithi activities; but, they can use the available time in
sacred ways and to greater benefit. The kind of Seva (service) which the
women are doing in the Bal Vikas is very useful, for it ensures a good future
for our country, The children are trained in a very fine manner. These children
will bear the burden of the country, better and more intelligently, with more
attachment to the culture and traditions of Bharath.

Tell the children what they cannot learn by themselves, by observation,
namely, the stories of Ramayana, the Bhagavatha, and the Mahabharatha.
Tell them also stories from the Bible, the Buddhist texts, the Zend-Avesta and
the Quoran. That a horse has four legs is a fact which one need not teach the
child; it can discover it in a moment. What is not known to the children are
the stories and verses that embody our culture.

Do not be deterred by people who say that the information and inspiration
you give will be too much of a burden on the tender minds. It its only grown-
ups that would find learning new facts burdensome; the tender age is the
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best for this kind of instruction. Tell them the Importance of OM and its
significance, as the basic sound of all creation. It is meaningful symbolic
sound; it is quite unlike the useless jargon which children learn today, in the
very first lesson at school; Ba Ba, Black Sheep! Ding Dong Bell; the Pussy is in
the well!

Aim at the promotion of Faith in God

The Seva Dhal members must spend their leisure time in sath-sang (good
company) and not waste even a moment in frivolous play. Take some good
books and read them out to illiterate brothers and sisters, spread the
Message of our culture among all those who have no chance to know about it.
Do this service to the slum-dwellers, the people who live in hutments, and the
villages. The city dwellers are used to silly story books and novels that drain
their brains and plant evil thoughts in their minds. But the poor in the villages
and in the huts will welcome you and listen to the stories and lives of saints
and Divine Incarnations. Transmit to these people the sacred texts of all
religions and the lives of the Saints of all faiths. Do not imagine that your
task is to propagate Sai and speak of Sathya Sai and His Message.
This is not right. But, through the nine of Sathya Sai, emphasis on
the message, aim at the promotion of Godliness and of Faith in God.
Create the spiritual attitude; promote spiritual discipline.

It does not matter what Name you use, or what Form they concentrate upon.
Through some Name and some Form, lead them into the path of Faith and
sadhana (spiritual discipline). Just now, some among you felt that the Sun is
scorching the spot where | am and you wanted to do something to avoid it,
But, this is happening to many people here, and you should not be content
with measures to prevent the Sun from hurting one individual. Seva Dhal
must care for the comfort of all. There is the Atma in everyone. This body is
for you and all these other bodies are also Mine.

Your Prema , your shraddha , your bhakthi (love, steady faith and devotion)
have persuaded Me to come over to Bombay, twice a year! If you promote
these virtues even more, in a still larger measure, | will come to Bombay not
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twice, but thrice a year, and give you Ananda (divine bliss). | give you

blessing for all the Seva that you have undertaken and all the love you are
sharing with others.

The real sadhu is he whose deeds are in accordance with the words of
advice he utters.

Devotion cannot tolerate in the devotee the slightest trace of envy or
jealousy.

Make your daily life holy and pure.

Render your life worth-while through service to man and service to society.
That is the most important aspect of surrendering the self.

- Sri Sathya Sai Baba
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3. Parents beware!

Date: 06 January 1975 / Location: Mumbai

SEEING this Rally and listening to the Marching Song, and witnessing the
other items you presented, | can now say that what happened this morning is
not the rise of the Sun, but, it was in fact the Rise of Anandha (divine bliss).
People, are talking about the glory of India's past- they go on praising
endlessly about the reign of Rama, or in recent times of Ashoka, or Krishna
Dheva Raya. They try in vain to assess the present in terms of the past; they
close their eyes to the dismal present and dream about the past. If children
are put into the right path, and guided along the path that you are now
treading, Rama Rajya can again be established in this land. Every child of this
land has four debts to discharge - reverence to mother, respect to the father,
obedience to the teacher, and adoration to God. Besides these, every child
must learn to live in peace and love with other children and other families.
The idea that one can live for oneself and that one need not worry about the
wants and weaknesses of others has to be removed quite early in life, by the
Bala Vikas Gums. Encourage the child to cultivate the pleasure of
'‘togetherness.' They will enjoy it; and, you will be sowing the seeds of social
peace. The seeds will grow into Universal Peace and Universal Bliss.

Share with others the good things you are given

Life is like a train journey. You, young children have a long way to go; but, the
elders have to alight from the train pretty son. You must learn to make your
journey comfortable and happy. Do not carry heavy unwanted luggage, with
you. That' will make the journey miserable. Do not indulge in faultfinding and
in picking quarrels with others. Don't desire to have the best things for
yourselves only. Share with others around you the good things you are given.
Anger, hatred, envy, jealousy, these are the heavy luggage | asked you to
avoid taking with you in the journey. | must give the elders, the parents who
are here in large numbers some advice. Do not set bad examples for these
children to follow. If you are truthful, just, be calm under provocation and full
of love in all your dealings with others, these children too will grow up in
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sathya (truth.), dharma (righteousness), shanthi (peace) and prema (love). If
you tell your son, when you are actually at home, to speak through the
telephone, when some one is calling, to reply that father is not at home, you
are sowing a poisonous seed, which will become a huge tree.

Parents should be good examples to children

Let me tell you a story to illustrate the danger of such small beginnings. A
mother carried her son on her shoulder, when she went to the market. A
woman with a basket of fruits passed by her the child lifted a banana from
that basket and started eating it. The mother noticed it, and when she was
told that he had cleverly lifted it from the basket of a passing fruit seller, she
complimented the son on its smartness. This made the child indulge in petty
thieving and picking pockets, as it grew into a boy and in actual house
breaking and dacoity, Once during a dacoity, he committed even murder, and
when he was caught and jailed, he expressed a wish to see his mother before
being hanged. The wailing weeping desperate mother was brought before
him. She was sobbing at her son's fate. The son asked her to come closer to
him; suddenly he tried to strangle her, and the guards separated them. The
son said, "she deserves the punishment; for, it was she who brought me to
this doom. Had she reprimanded me when | stole a banana when | was a child
of two years instead of complimenting me, | would not have fallen into this
evil way." Parents set bad examples uttering falsehood, scandalising others,
gambling, drinking, behaving violently, inflicting injury, becoming addicted to
night-clubs, pictures and drinking parties, quarrelling at home after arriving
home past mid-night. How can children used to such low sights and sounds
learn to become bright fresh flagrant flowers of the Sanathana Garden of
India? Many such parents do not allow their children to join the Bala Vikas
Classes, or to attend bhajans and Sathsangs. If the children clamour at home
that they may be permitted, they shout at them, and call them mad. They say
that religion and God are only for idlers or old senile people, and that the path
will lead them on to Sanyas (mendicancy), which is a calamity to be avoided!
They reverse the very values of life. Parents must correct themselves before
they try to correct their children.

Index https://saispeaks.sathyasai.org/ 17



Sri Sathya Sai Speaks, Vol 13 (1975 - 77), Discourse 3 - Parents beware!

Children! Learn the best teaching of all faiths, put them into practice. Chant
the Name of God with your whole being. Imbibe the noble qualifies that those
Names represent. Purify yourselves and purify the world. That is My blessing.

The Gayathri manthra has in it the validity of the Vedas. It contains the
essence of Vedhic teachings. Each of the four Vedas has a core axiom (Maha
Vakya) enclosed in it: Thath thwam asi (That thou art), Prajpanam Brahma
(Consciousness is Brahma), Ayam Atma Brahma (This Self is Brahma) and
Aham Brahmasmi, (I am Brahmam). When all these are synthesised, the
Gayathri emerges.

- Sri Sathya Sai Baba
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4. Naaraayana seva

Date: 28 January 1975 / Location: Sore-Hunise Village

THE gift of food is the noblest of all gifts. You have today arranged the
feeding of a large number of people and thus justified the name of this
village. The years of life allotted to man is very short; the world in which he
lives is very wide; time extends far behind and far beyond. What little man
has to do here has to be done quickly, at the place that is assigned to him
within the time that is allotted to him. And, man has such a formidable task
before him; it is to fulfil it that he has come as man, exchanging for this
human habitat, all the merit he has acquired during many past lives. The task
is no less than the manifestation of the Divinity latent in man. The easiest and
the most pleasant means by which this can be accomplished is seva - the
service of man, done in a spirit of dedication and devotion. And, in villages
like this, Seva (service) is a potent and profitable discipline. And, the best
type of seva is feeding the hungry. The first step in this discipline is the
establishment of mutual help and co-operation in all seva activities among
the residents. This will ensure peace, security and prosperity for the village.

Pollution of character is spreading in cities

A single homestead cannot make a village; many have to cluster together and
live as one family in order to constitute a village. And, for such seva as you
are doing, each homestead and every member thereof has to lend a helping
hand and achieve success in the common venture. The physical strength, the
monetary resources, the intelligence of all have to be pooled in order to make
the project succeed. This garland has not happened out of a single flower;
many flowers of different hues and fragrances have strung themselves
around the string in order to achieve the common aim of decorating the
picture of person. No one in the village can stand apart and say, "This work is
not mine; it is the responsibility of that man or this group." For, today, the
Cities have taken a turn towards confusion and conflict; they have no peace,
no security, no calmness. It is all agitation, anxiety, fear, faction and
suspicion. It is only in villages like yours that a modicum of quietness, fellow-
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feeling, tolerance, and truth can be found. The pollution of character that is
spreading in cities is fast invading the villages also. The villages should not
yield to the temptation of imitation and invite catastrophe 6n themselves.
They must appreciate the ancient Indian ideals of simplicity and sincerity,
service and spirituality-oriented living. You must curb greed and anger, envy
and pride, and live in amity and the spirit of brotherhood. Then India will be
happy and prosperous. Each one must carry out the duties of his role in a
worshipful attitude.

Deserve the Grace of God by helping the weak

| see that only a few young persons and elders are running about and
carrying on the various tasks this function entails. This is the case in most
villages. If all do not share in the cost, the village cannot benefit. Life has
been bestowed not for just eating and digesting, roaming and reclining, but,
for a far greater purpose - the realisation of the Divinity in us, in all that exist
around us and even beyond all things that strike our senses, To waste such a
life in vain pursuits, and in mere sense-pleasures is not the sign of an
intelligent person. Deserve the Grace of God by helping the weak and poor,
the diseased and the disabled, the distressed and the downtrodden. Do not
laugh at others or take delight in insulting them or in carrying tales
demeaning them. There is no more heinous sin than hurting the feelings of
others. Man must develop two qualities: Fear of sin and devotion to God. To
cultivate devotion to God, always endeavour to mix with good persons,
engage yourselves in Namasmarana (in the early hours of the day, join the
choir groups that sing the names of God and move along the streets thrilled
with the joy that wells up when you do so). You have a few temples in the
village, make them active, and alive. Gather there for an hour each day and
sing bhajans (group singing of devotional songs on Lord's Names and glory}.
Why waste time or even pollute time, by talking ill of others? The eye, the
hand, the nose, the head, the stomach, each looks different; each does one
special task; each has different nhame and function. But they subserve the
Interests of the one body to which they all belong, they do not work at
crosspurposes, do they? So too, each of you is a limb in the body called the
village. Do your work without a murmur; work in full co-operation with all. The
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village can be healthy and happy only then. Love, love alone can bind you to
others and to God, who is the very embodiment of love. You are referring to
the qgift of food as Anna-dhana (the charity of food). But, no one has the
authority to give In charity what has been given by God or be proud of it or
even to feel that he has given something In charity. God gave the rains, God
fostered the sapling and God ripened the grain; what right have you to call it
yours and give it in charity? It is not dhana (charity) that you do; you are only
offering gratitude to God; you are sanctifying the grain you have harvested by
offering the food prepared out of it to these Narayanas (Gods in human form).
Call it Narayana Seva! That will be more correct. Anyway, since you are doing
it with love and humility, in spirit of Divine worship, | have come to your
village to bless you. Do not cast all responsibility on a committee, or a group
of enthusiasts; join them wholeheartedly and offer to share the burden. | want
everyone to join in this Narayana Seva and that it should be done, not once a
month as now, but even at more frequent Intervals.
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5. Youth Guides for youth

Date: 23 March 1975 / Location: Brindavan

WELL-WISHERS of Youth! Instructors of Youth! Young men of the College!
When you look deep into the theory and practice of modern educational
institutions and compare them with what we know of the theory and practice
in ancient Indian-educational institutions, you will be shocked at the vast
difference in the two systems. The ancient schools aimed at self-knowledge
first and knowledge of the objective world as a corollary. Truly, that is the
sign of the educated man - his awareness of his own reality. How can a
person be termed educated, when he does not distinguish between the really
real and the relatively real in himself as well as in the outer world? Among the
educated, we do not find signs of self-knowledge; nor do we see another
quality that we expect every human being to have, namely, the quality of
mercy, of sympathy or compassion. The 'un-educated' have this quality, more
than the 'educated!' 'Education' seems to harden hearts and squeeze out the
feelings of pity and piety. Many species of animals are soft, and tender in
their habits and nature. The deer, the elephant, the cow, the horse - these
live on Sathwik (pure)food and behave in a Sathwik manner; so, they are
adored and even worshiped by man. Tigers, bears, hyaenas and other wild
animals are feared by man and driven by him into the dark recesses of
forests. The wonder is that the wildness, the cruelty and the terror-inflicting
attributes of these beasts are developed, and exhibited by man himself! Man
prides himself as the crown of creation; he declares 